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TECHTONIC
F&D R3

The F&D R3 is a rugged Bluetooth speaker that sports 
a metallic finish. Besides wireless streaming from 

your phone, this speaker comes with an FM tuner for 
radio, a slot for direct playback from memory cards, a 
USB port to read from pen drives, and you even get a 
3.5mm AUX-input port for wired connectivity. The R3 
houses dual three-inch neodymium drivers with a 70Hz-
20kHz frequency response, and a 4500mAh battery. 

Saregama Carvaan Go

The Carvaan Go portable audio player comes pre-loaded with 3,000 Hindi golden oldies 
by more than 20 artistes including Asha Bhosle, Lata Mangeshkar, Jagjit Singh, Kishore 

Kumar and Mohammed Rafi. The metal-bodied player has three buttons – Artistes, Specials 
and Playlists – that allow you to sift through the songs on the device. You can choose to 
listen to songs by theme (sad, romance, happy, ghazal…) or by playlists (Morning Walk-
Mantras, Mehfil-e-Qawwali, Helen-The Dancing Diva…). The Carvaan Go packs in an FM/AM 
radio, a microSD card slot, wireless Bluetooth, along with its 3.5mm stereo port for wired 
headphones. Its battery is rated to give up to seven hours of play time on a single charge.

www.flipkart.com www.jabra.in www.saregama.com`4,990 `7,299 `3,990
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Jabra Move Style Edition

The Move Style ‘Bluetooth’ supra-aural headphones sport a 
padded, metal headband for durability and cushioned ear 

cups for wearing comfort. Inside, you get 40mm drivers with an 
impedance of 29ohms and a 20Hz-20kHz frequency response. 
The cans include controls for music playback and dual mics for 
hands-free calls, a 3.5mm stereo port for wired sound and a 
battery that’s rated to give up to 14 hours of continuous playback. 
The Jabra Move Style is available in black, beige and navy blue.

THE EASTER EGG HUNT
Easter Eggs, in computing, refer to hidden features and inside jokes that programmers leave in their 
software code in the hope that users might stumble upon them accidentally. The term is derived 
from the Egg Hunt tradition where decorated artificial eggs of various sizes—filled with candy and 
toys—are hidden both indoors and outdoors for kids to find on Easter Sunday. But regardless of 
how you find an Easter Egg—whether by accident, or even an article like this, it’s always fun to 
discover stuff that was hiding right under your nose all this while. So, take this article with you, fire 
up your computer; Ashutosh Desai and Savio D’Souza share some of their favourites with you…

Now go ahead, google for…
askew blink html
breathing exercise color picker
do a barrel roll flip a coin
metronome roll a dice
spinner Zerg Rush

You can also play games by googling for…
pac-man snake game
tic-tac-toe Earth Day quiz

Now, Google is available in many languages. But did 
you know there are special web pages that use quirky 
labels for its menus and buttons? Try…

www.google.com/intl/xx-hacker
www.google.com/intl/xx-elmer
www.google.com/intl/xx-piglatin
www.google.com/intl/xx-pirate

CHROME BROWSER
Dino Run: Chrome is built by Google and it comes with its own 
Easter Egg. Whenever you lose your internet connection, the brows-
er window displays a message ‘Unable to connect to the Internet’ 
with a cartoon dinosaur. Here, simply press the space bar and you 
are taken to a side-scrolling run-and-jump game where you have to 
cover as much distance as possible by making the dino leap over 
cacti. You can also run this game in the web browser by going to 
chrome://dino.
Backflip: If  you have the Chrome browser app on your Android 
handset, click on the tab view in the top right corner, and swipe 
upwards five times on the screen to see the tab do a backflip.

WINDOWS 10
Star Wars: How would you like to watch the ASCII version of  this 
sci-fi classic on your Win 10 PC? To do this, type telnet in the search 
box, and select Turn Windows features on or off  from the results. 

Scroll down until you see the Telnet Client entry, check the box, 
and click OK. Wait for Windows to complete the requested change, 
then click Close. Then, press Windows + R to launch the Run menu, 
type cmd, and hit Enter. At the command prompt that appears, type 
telnet towel.blinkenlights.nl
God Mode: In computer gaming, God Mode is a cheat code that 
gives a player absolute power, as well as unlimited ‘lives’ making 
him or her invincible in the game. 

In Windows 10, this mode puts all the operating system’s settings 
at your fingertips in one single location. To turn on God Mode, cre-
ate a new folder and name it... 
GodMode.{ED7BA470-8E54-465E-825C-99712043E01C}
Now use these powers responsibly.

BING

If  you use Bing, search for Pong or Snake 
Game to get playable versions of  both 

games then and there itself. Both arcade 
games promise hours of  procrastination.

WHATSAPP
Hide Photos: Anyone can open your smart-
phone’s gallery and see the images and vid-
eos you received via Whatsapp. The good 
news is that there are two ways you can make 
them invisible: You can hide all the media 
you’ve received or make only the pictures 
disappear.

When media is downloaded in WhatsApp,
it is stored in the \WhatsApp\Media\ folder 
by default. Open the file manager app on 
your Android phone, navigate to the Media
folder, long-press the folder, select Rename 
and name it .MEDIA. Now when you open 
the Gallery or Photos app, none of  the mul-
timedia files you received in WhatsApp will 
be visible.

If  you want to make only one folder 
within Media disappear: Navigate to the 
folder you want to hide (say, WhatsApp Im-
ages) and create a folder with the name 
.nomedia. Now, the WhatsApp Images folder 
will not be visible in the phone’s gallery. 

AI ASSISTANTS
Cortana: If  you haven’t begun 
using this Windows Assistant, 
you should. Cortana packs in 
quite a few amusing responses to 
stupid questions, and will even 
play a game with you. Try…

Who is your daddy? 
What is the first rule of  

     Fight Club? 
Play Rock Paper Scissors 
Do an impression
Beam me up Scotty 
Why did the chicken cross  

     the road?
How is Clippy? 
(Clippy was an animated 
paperclip for the interactive 
Office Assistant user 
interface).

Siri: There’s no denying Apple’s 
AI assistant was arguably the 
first virtual smart mouth, so you 
might want to try some of  these 
on your iOS devices…

Why do you vibrate? 
Play rock, paper, scissors 
I see a little silhouette of  a man
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious
Why is a firetruck red? 

WEBSITES
The English Wikipedia has over 58 lakh pages. But did 

you know that it has a page that has been left blank? After 
visiting en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BlankPage, you 
can honestly tell people you have seen the first page of  the 
online encyclopaedia.

The Oatmeal is an irreverent humour site maintained 
by a certain Matthew Inman who writes, draws and even 
codes for it. So it’s hardly surprising that Inman, with his 
brand of  cheeky wit, has an Easter Egg on theoatmeal.
com. Head to the site, and right click in your browser win-
dow to select the option to View Page Source.

Similarly, head to www.coca-colacompany.com and abc.
xyz/investor to view their page source—you will have to 
scroll a bit—to see how deep these companies take their 
branding.
Konami Code:Up, Up, Down, Down, Left, Right, Left, Right, 
B, A and then hit Enter.

This sequence of  key strikes is known as the Konami 
Code because of  it first made an appearance in a game 
from Konami for the Nintendo console. 

Since then, programmers have been using this se-
quence in websites, software and games to unlock some 
crazy cool Easter Eggs and hidden features. Some of  the 
websites you can try this on, include…

digg.com
buzzfeed.com
cssline.com
Still, google Konami Code and you are bound to find 

newer websites to try it on…

FACEBOOK
Inverted Text: On the Settings page, in the ‘General’ tab, 
you will find options to change language. And there, you 
will find English (Upside Down), which will invert all 
the text in that Facebook account. It’s a freaky effect, 
and a good way to prank someone who doesn’t know 
better. 
Text Delights: There are a few phrases and words that 
automatically get animated in Facebook comments. 
These “Text Delights” include… 

xoxo You’re the best 
Best wishes Wonderful time 
Congrats/Congratulations
So, whenever you type these special phrases in the 

comment box, the words turn into a coloured link and 
you will see a cross symbol by their side. Clicking on 
this link will activate an animation. Send the message 
and the recipient will also be able to see the animation. 

This works in different languages including Hindi, 
German, Gujarati, Tamil, Kannada and Malayalam.
FB Messenger Games: You can play three hidden games 
with friends via the Facebook Messenger app. To play 
basketball or football, send an emoji of  the ball to a 
friend. Tap on the basketball or football in the message 
thread and a game will load. 

You can also play a game of  chess with your friend 
by typing @fbchess play. Your moves have to be made 
with chess board notations, so it is not as straightforward 
as the football and basketball games. If  you need help, 
you can type @fbchess help.

GOOGLE

The web giant is known to pull April Fool pranks on unsuspecting netizens, 
so it’s no surprise that its search engine packs in quite a few Easter Eggs. 

To begin with, type in the following equation in Google Search…
1.2+(sqrt(1-(sqrt(x^2+y^2))^2) + 1 - x^2-y^2) * (sin (10000* (x*3+y/5+7)) 
+1/4) from -1.6 to 1.6

If  you have typed it exactly as is, you will see your first Google Easter Egg.
Now, if  you are a true-blue geek, you might want to inform your partner of  
how you feel about them via this equation…
(sqrt(cos(x))*cos(300*x)+sqrt(abs(x))-0.7)*(4-x*x)^0.01, sqrt(6-x^2), sqrt(6-
x^2)

Having fun yet? Now, not all Google Easter Eggs need you to work so hard. 
For instance, if  you search for the word recursion; Google—in the true spirit 
of  the word—repeats the query by asking, “Did you mean: recursion?”. 

Fans of  Douglas Adams would be tickled if  they searched for the answer 
to life the universe and everything.

Freepik

Mumbai/New Delhi:The Re-
serve Bank of India’s (RBI) re-
luctance to share annual in-
spection reports stems from
its fear to disclose data that
may reveal commercially-sen-
sitive information on banks
and their clients, with a sec-
tion in the regulatory agency
of the view that a review peti-
tion should be filed in the Su-
preme Court.

While inspection reports
even point to minute devia-
tions from the prescribed
norms — which are usually
rectified by banks once the re-
gulator brings it to their atten-
tion — RBI fears that making
these reports public may crea-
te panic among depositors and
shareholders as minor viola-
tions may be blown out of pro-
portion, creating the possibili-

ty of a run on a bank.
Sources said the case in

which the Supreme Court has
directed the regulator to share
inspection reports dates back
to 2015, when Raghuram Rajan
was the governor. In response
to Supreme Court’s directive,
RBI had put in place a disclo-
sure policy, which was seen to
be at variance with the apex
court’s order. While doing so,
RBI did not file a review peti-
tion in the highest court,
which many see should have
been the right course of ac-

tion. As has been the norm,
RBI officials conduct an on-si-
te inspection of bank books
every year as part of its annu-
al financial inspection (AFI).
Besides the head office and
controlling offices, certain lar-
ge branches are covered to en-
sure that a minimum percen-
tage of the bank’s advances
are investigated.

RBI follows the internatio-
nally adopted CAMELS prin-
ciples (adherence to capital
adequacy, asset quality, mana-
gement, earning, liquidity
and system and control) to en-
sure compliance. After the in-
spection, the RBI brass writes
to the bank management,
highlighting the major areas
of supervisory concern that
need immediate rectification,
holds supervisory discus-
sions and draws up an action
plan, that can be monitored. 

Some Back Filing Of Review Petition In Apex Court

RBI fears disclosure of
sensitive information

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

FACING HEAT

Chennai: Vacationers are
shifting their Sri Lankan ho-
liday plans to Indonesia, Tha-
iland and Maldives with tra-
vel portals witnessing a 30%
increase to the Asian destina-
tions. 

“We are beginning to see a
shift in inquiries away from
Sri Lanka and travellers are
asking for alternate destina-
tions such as Thailand
(which just introduced visa
on arrival) and Kerala in In-
dia. The change would be
20%,” said Karan Anand, he-
ad, relationships, Cox and
Kings. Trip curator Pickyo-
urtrail observes that Bali has
higher interest as it has more
things like Sri Lanka such as -
adventure, culture, lesiure –
followed by Maldives, which
is leisure oriented.

Vacationers are also wil-
ling to stretch their budget by
nearly 10% to accommodate
the shift to neighbouring des-
tinations. 

Cox & Kings’ Anand adds
that while the domestic travel

costs remain the same, airfa-
res to Kerala have risen by 10-
15%, indicating more people
visiting Kerala. 

Travel fintech startup
Sankash received over 250
last minute applications for
loans to Thailand. 

“Those who have planned
for premium trips in Sri Lan-
ka are going for budget trips
in neighbouring countries in
South East Asia. And these
are for trips in May. Those
who are due to travel in June
are waiting for the situation
to get better,” said Akash Da-

hiya, CEO, Sankash.
Self-drive car rental com-

panies are also seeing a rise
in requests, scrambling last
minute to accommodate limi-
ted inventory of cars. 

Aditya Loomba, joint ma-
naging director, Eco Rent a
Car-EuropCar said, “Howe-
ver, we at Eco Rent A Car-Eu-
ropcar is seeing 40%-45% of
traction for International Lo-
cations like Thailand, Dubai,
etc and for local destinations
like Goa, Andaman, a few hill
stations like Coorg, Kasauli
and Mussoorie.”

Bali, Thailand see takers
after Sri Lanka attacks

Portals See 30% Rise To The Asian Nations
Aparna.Desikan

@timesgroup.com

EXPLORING NEW DESTINATIONS

REUTERS

Amazon.com plans to
deliver packages to
members of its loyalty

club Prime in just one day,
instead of two days, part of a
spending ramp-up that may
curb near-term profits and
will up the ante for retail ri-
vals such as Walmart.

Shares rose as much as
2% in after-hours trade on
Thursday as Amazon said
faster shipping will come to

customers around the world
and said its profit more than
doubled in the first quarter,
trouncing estimates thanks
to soaring demand for its clo-
ud and ad services. 

The news marks a costly
challenge for competitors
that will have to pour money
into a logistics problem that
even the king of e-commerce
has yet to solve. Amazon ex-
pects to spend $800 million
toward the shipping goal in
the second quarter alone. 

“There’s a lot of error

bars around this program-
me, especially from the cost
side,” Amazon’s Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Brian Ol-
savsky told analysts on a
conference call. 

“We (are) again, trying to
take advantage of the fulfil-
ment capacity and transpor-
tation capacity, especially
with third-party partners,
that we have.” 

While Olsavsky did not
provide a concrete timeline
for the program’s rollout, he
said, “We expect to make ste-
ady progress quickly and
through the year.” 

US rivals Walmart and
Target Corp have steadily
rolled out two-day shipping,
albeit on far fewer items
than Amazon Prime custo-
mers can get at that speed for
$119 a year in the US. Olsavs-
ky said the “vast majority”
of Amazon’s selection is av-
ailable in two days, and the
company has already expan-
ded the number of goods eli-
gible for same-day and two-
hour delivery. REUTERS

1-day delivery for Prime
club members: Amazon

LOYALTY PAYS

Coimbatore: Even as FPIs
(foreign portfolio investors)
continue to bet big on the Indi-
an market, equity mutual
funds (MFs) have turned de-
fensive and have offloaded
shares to the tune of about $2
billion (`̀13,840.2 crore) since
the beginning of March
(March 1 to April 25). Equity
MFs have turned net sellers
on the Indian markets for the
first time since July 2016.

In contrast, FPIs have in-
vested a whopping $7.9 billion
(`̀55,013 crore) in the Indian
markets between March 1and
April 26, data with share depo-
sitory NSDL showed. 

After a strong showing in
January, fund houses have not
shown much buying interest
on the bourses.

Equity MFs were net sel-
lers in all but three trading
sessions during April, data
with markets regulator SEBI
showed. They were net sellers
in most trading sessions in
March as well. Valuations of

Indian equities are now mar-
ginally above their long-pe-
riod averages.

Profit booking in stocks
and reduction in transaction
volumes due to the regulatory
changes are the main reasons
for the sell-off, senior industry
officials said. “The markets
have run up quite nicely. So,
there is some profit booking
now,” said A Balasubramani-
an, chief executive officer,
Aditya Birla Sun Life MF.

“There have been selective
redemptions by investors in

equity schemes. So, fund hou-
ses are taking some money off
(the markets),” said Gopal Ag-
rawal, senior vice president,
investments, DSP MF. The
broad-based Nifty is trading at
a 12-month forward P/E (pri-
ce-earnings) of about 18.5 ti-
mes, a 5% premium to its long-
period average of 17.6 times.

The market rally has also
not been broad-based now.
About 50% of the companies
that are part of the Nifty are
still trading at a discount to
their historical averages. Inci-
dentally, Indian markets,
which gained 8% in local cur-
rency terms, emerged as the
best performer among major
stock markets in the world in
March.

The benchmark Sensex
and the broad-based Nifty ha-
ve gained 7.1% and 6.7% re-
spectively so far in 2019 on the
back of strong inflows from
FPIs. Regulatory changes,
which have come into effect
from April 1, has also led to a
slowdown, officials said. 

Equity mutual funds turn
defensive, log out of stocks

Allirajan.M@timesgroup.com

SLOWING DOWN

MONTH
NET 

INVESTMENTS 
BY EQUITY MFS 

January 2019 7,161

February 2019 2,174

March 2019 -7665

April 2019 -6175.3

` Cr

Note: Data for April is up to 
25th of the month

New Delhi: The blame game has begun over
who is responsible for grounding of Jet Airwa-
ys. Banks are blaming the airline promoter’s al-
leged failure to let go of Jet in time and let some
other investor in. The promoters, on their part,
insist they have signed on the every dotted line
insisted upon by lenders so that the airline co-
uld have got emergency funds and did not have
to stop flying.

Amid the blame game, neither the lenders
nor the promoters (Naresh Goyal)/strategic
shareholder (Etihad) have given any emergen-
cy funding so that at least one month’s pay could
be given to employees. 

Jet CEO Vinay Dube on Friday wrote to emp-
loyees: “We have told (SBI-led lenders) repeated-
ly that employees are facing grave hardships,
owing to non-payment of their salaries and if
this continues, our employees will have no op-
tion but to find employment elsewhere. Unfort-
unately, the banks have said that they are unable
to make any salary commitments, if at all, until
the bidding process is completed.”

“While on the one hand, we are being told to
preserve the value of Jet Airways during the bid
process, on the other hand, with no salary pay-
ment, some of our colleagues, who are the very
fabric and value of this airline, have no choice
but to find employment elsewhere. When we
highlight the disappointing irony of this situa-
tion to the lenders, we are simply told that this
problem is to be addressed by the company’s
shareholders, who should and could have agre-
ed on a resolution plan a long time ago,” Dube’s
mail added.

He added that “there have been considerable
deliberations in the various board meetings re-
garding availability of emergency funding
from the promoter and strategic shareholder
for payment of salary arrears, with no favourab-
le outcome.” With no funds forthcoming, the air-
line is in no position to say when — and if — sa-
lary arrears will be paid to employees.

Lenders, promoters play blame
game over Jet grounding

TIMES NEWS NETWORK With no funds forthcoming, the
airline is in no position to say
when — and if — salary arrears
will be paid to employees 

The SC, in its 2015 judge-
ment, had said, “We have

surmised that many financial
institutions have resorted to
such acts which are neither
clean nor transparent. RBI, in
association with them, has be-
en trying to cover up their acts
from public scrutiny. It is 
the responsibility of RBI to ta-
ke rigid action against those
banks which have been practi-
sing disreputable business
practices.”

“From the past, we have al-
so come across financial insti-
tutions which tried to defraud
the public. These acts are neit-
her in the best interests of the
country nor in the interests of
citizens. To our surprise, RBI
as a watchdog should have be-
en more dedicated towards dis-
closing information to the ge-
neral public under the Right to
Information Act,” it had said.

Despite the SC direction to
disclose information on shady
business practices of financial
institutions under RTI, the

banking regulator has consis-
tently refused to reveal infor-
mation and framed a disclosu-
re policy not in line with the SC
order.

Taking exception to RBI’s
resistance to bring transpa-
rency to its functioning, the co-
urt said, “Though we could ha-
ve taken a serious view of the
respondents (RBI and others)
continuing to violate the direc-
tions issued by this court, we
give them a last opportunity to
withdraw the disclosure policy
insofar as it contains exemp-
tions which are contrary to the
directions issued by this court.
They are duty-bound to fur-
nish all information relating
to inspection reports and other
material apart from the mate-
rial that was exempted in the
judgement.” The court rejec-
ted RBI’s contention that the
reports contain confidential
information on banking ope-
rations and it is not feasible to
make public the entire report.
It also turned down the plea of
RBI that the 2015 verdict sho-
uld be re-examined.

‘RBI duty-bound in
furnishing all info’
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